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Helping Our  Community, One Day at a Time  

MSV, or McDonald Student Volunteers, is a group that focuses on charity work 
and volunteering in our community.  MSV has been working for two years under 
the leadership of Ms. Conway, Ms. Lariccia, and Mr. Napolitano. This year 's 
officers are President Sage Mason, Vice President Emma O'Connell, Secretary 
Emily Pratt, and Treasurers Nikolina Drobjnak 
and Kaitlyn Helt.

The staff was encouraged to start MSV   
because they wanted a club that focused on 
helping others. Ms. Lariccia said, "We started 
this volunteer club so that students in all 

grades could participate. We also wanted this club to be for students that love 
helping others and are not doing it as a part of a requirement. These amazing 
students do not receive an accolade or recognition for their acts. They do it 
out of the goodness of their hearts."

Sophomore Leah Scala noted that she enjoys the positivity of MSV, "I 
like the optimistic atmosphere of MSV. Every 
member wants to make a difference in the 
world; having a similar goal in mind helps us to 
get a lot done."  Since MSV started, it has done 
many things to help improve people's lives, 
such as creating care packages for deployed 
troops, collecting blankets for retirement 
homes, and writing Valentine's for animal 
shelters.

This year, MSV has been equally busy with 
events, including holding a lemonade sale in 
September and a Halloween Party. Profits from 
the lemonade sale went to Alex's Lemonade 
Stand, a foundation that supports childhood 
cancer research. They sold lemonade at lunch 
and during football games and raised 
approximately $500. The idea was thought of 
by Emma O'Connell, who brought it to the club 
because September is Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month.
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 " Helping Our Community"  Continued from Page 1  

Another thing that MSV did is hold a Halloween Party for the students in Mrs. 
Masters's class on October 25th in the library. MSV provided pizza and baked 
treats, along with Halloween decorations and a "photo booth". Junior Katie 
Merdich said she enjoyed the party and her conversations with the students. 
MSV always looks to do things that will put a smile on people's faces.

  MSV is also working on a couple future events, including a Junior High Dance 
in which the money will be donated to a charity. It will be held in December and will be winter themed, with the 
charity chosen at a later date.

Mem bers set  up t he Halloween Par t y 
in t he l ibrary.

A Roun d  Of  Appl ause For  Fal l  
Spor ts! By: Elle Airhar t

The fall sports are wrapping up with football, volleyball, cross country, and 
tennis either having finished their seasons or are on their home stretches.

The football team has fought hard and long. Their first half was a struggle with 
several injuries and losses, but they continued to give the second half of the season 
their all and have made it to playoffs. 

Senior captain Tanner Kilbourne said, "Our goal as a team is to play as hard as we can and go out there 
and give it our all so we can live with no regrets." The team kept a winning mentality even during the hardest 
games and kept strong. After the win against Lowellville, the team is off to playoffs for districts. As for their game 

plan, we will have to wait and see when the day comes. Good job, McDonald Football.

Volleyball's inaugural season was spectacular. The season ended in early October 
with a winning record. The group of hardworking girls fought and faced several wins and 
ties. As the first year, it went well and was a good learning experience. They hope to do 
even better next year. Junior Carley Stitt said, "What motivated me most was that you 
need to work hard because the other team is always working harder." She is happy to say 
that the season went amazing.

Cross Country have ran their final race for the year. The season ended November 
2nd at the OHSAA State Cross Country meet. While the team had a few setbacks and a 
couple minor injuries, they overcame and performed well with both teams continuing 
consecutive runs to state. Their ending record as a team included 9 first place finishes 
and 1 runner-up place. Junior Brody Rupe said, "We grew and matured immensely this 
season. We had a few setbacks, but came back stronger and readier to fight than ever 
before." Overall, a decent year for the happy runners. Congrats on your success.

The tennis season ended with a final record of 12 - 2. The team did amazing and worked hard to finish on 
a high note. Sophomore Leah Parise said, "I learned that teamwork and communication are important." The 
team has grown as a unit and look forward to their new season next school year. Congrats on your amazing 
season tennis players.

With the fall sports ending, the winter sports are preparing for their own seasons. Girls and boys 
basketball for all grades are beginning with open gyms where anyone can enter and decide if they would like to 
join the team. The dates are said during the announcements, so if you're interested listen in to them. 

Congratulations to the ending fall sports and good luck to our winter athletes for the future seasons.

Blue Devils against  Lowellvi l le
Phot o credit : Hannah Wer le

Cross Count ry huddle 
before t heir  m eet  last  
Sat urday.

Phot o credit : Em m a 
O'Connell
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Stand Tall  and Speak Up
By: Theresa Great house 

This month is National Bullying Prevention Month, and needs to be about spreading kindness and being 
nice to others.  Bullying happens in every school, and affects those that have been the victims of bullying. 

Cyber bullying, or using social media is just one way of attacking someone. Things posted on social media 
can also affect you and can cause bullying. If the picture or video is meant to be a joke and it 's on your private 
page, it can still get shared and be misinterpreted. A friend could easily screen shot and post it on their page 
where everyone can see because they do not have a private page. This can make anyone 
feel cornered and feel like they have no one to turn to, but you have to have hope there 
is always someone you can talk to, whether it be family or someone at school.  

Though social media can be negative at times there are also ways for it to be 
positive. It can be used as a way of spreading kindness, joy, and happiness. When your 
posts are positive it can put others in a good mood. You can also use social media as a 

way to possibly inspire someone. It takes one person to stand up 
and make change and it could be you. 

Another type is verbal bullying, which can happen inside of 
school, on the internet, and even at home. Friends call each other 
funny names and play around, but to the extent of name calling is 
not okay. If that "friend" is just kidding they don't understand how 
that comment can really affect someone. Calling someone ugly 
and fat, or even commenting negatively on one of their posts can 
really affect that person. It could cause them to go days without 
eating and using tons of makeup to appeal to anyone and really 
can tear them down physically and mentally, making them feel 

less about themselves. 

Instead of lashing out or getting back at the person who said the nasty comments 
to you, use lots of kindness. Kindness is key, even if someone isn't being nice to you. You 
can be the bigger person and really feel good about it. It may be that they are hurting 
and you can ask them if they are okay or if they need to talk. 

It 's important that if you see bullying occur, that you take appropriate action. Seventh grader Makaylee 
Exline said, "If I saw a friend or classmate being bullied I would try to tell a trusted adult or someone at school." 
Don't be a bystander and watch, be the person who stands up and helps that friend, student, or family member 
out.

Never let anyone make you feel less than what you are if they pick on you, call you names, or make fun of 
you. Everyone has a purpose on this earth, and is bound to do great things in life even if it 's the small things in 
life. If you are experiencing bullying please don't hide. Speak up and let a trusted adult know. I urge you to let it 
be known so you don't have to feel scared. It can be hard and hurt a ton, but you've got this. There are ways to 
get help. Visit https://www.stopbullying.gov/get-help-now/index.html for more information.

Remember, you're not alone and can get help. Stand up with a voice and speak up. Set an example at 
school and help make it a bully free zone by always spreading kindness.

St udent s in Mr . 
Dom it rovich's 
classes creat e 
posit ive m essages 
t hat  spread k indness 
in t he halls of  MHS.

https://www.stopbullying.gov/get-help-now/index.html
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St udent  Kudos

In a speech given to MHS's student body, veteran 
journalist Catherine Bosley recalls the scandal that 
changed her life, the humiliation and bullying that 
followed it, and how she dealt with it.  Bosley used her 
story to give advice regarding the topics of internet 
safety and making good choices.  We would like to 
thank Ms. Bosley for her wonderful speech and the 
lessons that came with it! 

By Nikolina Drobnjak

The Juniors and Seniors went to a college, trade, 
and career fair at the Eastwood Mall on Tuesday 
October 29 to explore more than 50 vendors run 
by colleges, trade schools and businesses.  There 
were also a few workshops in which students could 
listen to speeches about topics including financial 
aid and choosing the best college.

Students volunteering with the Backpack Buddies program 
collected food and monetary donations at the November 1 
football game against Springfield.

Backpack Buddies is an organization that provides food for 
children in need throughout our community. They will be 
collecting food donations and putting them in backpacks to 
hand out to kids who don't have access to food at home. By 
donating money or food you will be helping a child in need in 
your own community. 
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As the years go on social media's popularity only grows. People have become 
addicted to the phenomenon. It all started back in February of 2004 when Facebook 
first launched and since then, social media has become a powerhouse industry that 
has people at their fingertips. With the creation of Instagram, Twitter, SnapChat, and 
countless others it 's safe to say that Facebook definitely has some competition. 

Which raises the question, has Facebook lost its edge? I think the answer to that question will be different 
depending on age groups. 

When Facebook was created, only college students had an account. As they grew and became more 
popular they opened it up to everyone. As time went on and newer, more advanced apps came about and 
Facebook saw a drop in one particular group, the teenagers. Teenagers are always looking for the next big thing. 
It makes sense they found more interest in apps like Instagram and Twitter due to their appeal for a younger 
audience. 

Being a teen I know that we lose interest in things very quickly. We always want the newest, coolest item; 
it 's just the way we're engineered. As teens became more accustomed to Instagram and Twitter they lost interest 
in Facebook. We didn't see its appeal anymore.  When we left Facebook we left all of our parents and 
grandparents behind. 

As millennials and gen z'ers, we have an easier time adjusting to change. The older generations get stuck 
in their ways and that leaves them with a fixed mindset. How many times have you had to hear your 
grandparent/parent say, "Why would I get that when I already know how to work this?" My point exactly! This 
doesn't mean Facebook lost its edge entirely, its just lost its edge to a certain age group. 

Edit or ial: Has Facebook Lost  It s Edge?
By: Bri Callow 

St udent  Sat ire by Mat t i Srock , guest  w r it er
The cartoon is ridiculing with humor, 
irony, and exaggeration about how 
society ignores the fact that they need 
to decrease global warming by getting 
rid of these horrible factors that 
contribute to the destruction of 
different environments. 

The cartoon uses humor by giving polar 
bears and penguins that are located in 
colder environments human-like 
characteristics by being dressed in swim 
trunks and sunglasses, which show how 
their climate has changed by the 
temperatures increasing due to global 
warming. 

The change this satire should convey to 
the audience is that our society needs 
to step up and take this social issue 
seriously. The world as a whole needs to 
work together to combat global 
warming. 
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Music Reviews: Narrated For You 
by Alec Benjamin By: Elle Airhar t

Narrated For You by Alec Benjamin was released on November 16, 2018. Alec 
Benjamin, a twenty-five year old artist under the label Chill Nation, created what 
some would say is a work of art. He fits into the folk-pop genre, which is 
something you don't see very often nowadays. However, he owns a unique style of 
storytelling in his songwriting. This has grabbed people's attention and has increased his popularity in 
the past two years. The style also inspired the name of the album because Alec takes the role as a 
"narrator " in the stories he brings to light.

The album consists of twelve acoustic, but pop type songs. They are slightly fast paced, but have 
gentle guitar chords and melodies mixed in. Some of the more notable tit les are "Let Me Down Slowly", 
"Water Fountain", and "If We Have Each Other". Throughout the album, Benjamin speaks about love, 
bullying, childhood, and family with metaphors in his semi-cryptic lyrics.

I personally think the album is charming, but has a deeper, hidden meaning throughout it. 
Taking Benjamin's storytelling style into mind, I believe he tells of his past experiences mixed with 
metaphors that hint at problems society overlooks or struggles to solve. He brings those topics up 
through music to hopefully enlighten his listeners of the problems they may face. It lets his audience 
relate to him and his music. One thing that I disliked was how emotional the album is. There have been 
so many times I have heard the songs and had to keep myself together in front of strangers. It 's 
difficult, man!

Overall, it 's an album worth a listen. The heavy, emotional topics Alec covers is not for everyone, 
but it is nice to know people are learning of them or finding comfort in finally being heard and relating 
with what is being said.

Horoscope of the Month

Scorpios are self-determined and won't stop until they 
reach their goal. They are known to be great leaders 
and they are always prepared for anything that comes 
at them. Scorpios are very secretive and like to keep to 
themselves. They are extremely devoted to anything 
they put their mind to and do not like when others are 
dishonest with them. 

Strengths- Flexible, courageous, ardent, hard-nosed, 
dedicated companion

Weaknesses- Doesn't trust others, jealous, aggressive, 
reticent 

Lucky Numbers- 9, 18, 27, 36, 45, 54, 63, 72, 81, 90

Adapted from: http://astrology.care/

By: Theresa Great house

http://astrology.care/
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These Are A Few of  Our  
Favor it e Things About  Fall!
By: Elle Airhar t

Finally! It is fall. Some favor it for the fact that it is the chilliest, spookiest season, 
but there is so much to it. Though all the seasons are pretty equal, the McDonald student population 
have something to say about a few of their favorite fall qualities.

Halloween 7

Weather 5

Sports/Activities 4

Food 2

Thanksgiving 2

Marching Band 2

Out of the 22 students surveyed, good ole Halloween came in 
a swift first place with seven points. The end of sweaty 
summer and fun chilly weather won second place with five. 
The fall sports and for the less athletic people out there with 
their indoor activities followed up with four votes. Sadly, this 
isn't golf because these three options would have won as 
food, Thanksgiving, and Marching Band had two votes each. 

I am not surprised in the slightest by Halloween winning 
considering getting free candy is a kid's biggest thing next 
snow days in the middle of the school week. The chilly 
weather is the best after bipolar summer in Ohio so it is pretty 
normal for it to be the runner up.  

Werle's Wor ld of Books By: Hannah Wer le

"It was a dark and stormy night..." This is one of the most famous openings to a 
story ever, but what you might not realize is that it began as an opening for Madeleine 
L'Engle's A Wrinkle in Time.  This book is a Newbery Medal winner, has two film adaptations, 
and is the first in a pentalogy of books. It follows main character Meg Murray as she is 
thrust into a universe of strange and wonderful things. It all starts when a stranger arrives 
at the Murrays' home muttering something about a tesseract. These words set off a chain 
reaction, causing Meg, her brother Charles Wallace, and a friend named Calvin O'Keefe to 
travel through time and space to save Meg's long lost father.

In my opinion, the thing that made this book worthwhile was its plot. The writing 
style and language made the plot points easy to follow and remember. The places and 
characters that Meg and her friends visited were fantastical and unusual in the best ways. 
Also, the climax and resolution of the story were interesting and well written. All of these 
things come together and make this book quite an adventure. 

One thing I didn't like about the book is Meg's lack of maturity. I understand that this was meant to be 
one of her character flaws, but I felt as if her immaturity became her entire character.  She was quick to anger 
and she jumped to conclusions, which sometimes made reading this book upsetting. For some this may make 
Meg relatable, but only for a specific group of people, in which I do not fit.

In the end, A Wrinkle in Time is a classic and a must-read. The story brilliantly includes the lesson of 
self-acceptance and love into a magical scifi-fantasy. It has its high and low points, but they come together to 
form an interesting escape from reality. 
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